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OverviewOverview
 YouYou needneed toto considerconsider whywhy crimecrime fictionfiction mightmight arisearise atat particularparticular

timestimes andand thethe social,social, political,political, economiceconomic andand culturalcultural conditionsconditions thatthat
areare conduciveconducive toto itsits enduranceendurance andand recurrencerecurrence inin popularitypopularity.. TheThe
reasonsreasons forfor andand validityvalidity ofof genericgeneric distinctionsdistinctions alsoalso needneed toto bebe
consideredconsidered..

 AsAs aa genre,genre, crimecrime fiction’sfiction’s keykey focusfocus isis mysterymystery butbut viavia thisthis mysterymysteryg ,g , yy y yy y y yy y
otherother focusesfocuses mightmight bebe exploredexplored.. ThisThis mysterymystery mightmight bebe solvedsolved byby
‘rationality’‘rationality’ andand thethe ‘careful‘careful accretionaccretion ofof evidence’,evidence’, whichwhich ensuresensures thethe
responder’sresponder’s activeactive involvementinvolvement inin thethe deductiondeduction ofof thethe solutionsolution toto
thethe crimecrime..

 MichaelMichael Ondaatje’sOndaatje’s Anil’sAnil’s GhostGhost setset inin SriSri LankaLanka contrastscontrasts sharplysharply withwith thethe
otherother textstexts setset inin EnglandEngland andand thethe USUS respectivelyrespectively.. TheThe crimecrime ofof Sailor’sSailor’s

dd ii i ti t di ti t d ii thth t tt t ff tt tt ll ii tt ff ththmurdermurder isis investigatedinvestigated inin thethe contextcontext ofof mysterymystery notnot onlyonly inin termsterms ofof thethe
crimecrime butbut alsoalso inin thethe liveslives ofof thethe protagonistsprotagonists.. AccretionAccretion ofof evidenceevidence occursoccurs
withwith thethe inclusioninclusion ofof redred herringsherrings butbut sciencescience (through(through thethe workwork ofof aa forensicforensic
anthropologist)anthropologist) worksworks toto solvesolve thethe crimecrime TheThe endingending remainsremains unresolvedunresolved asasanthropologist)anthropologist) worksworks toto solvesolve thethe crimecrime.. TheThe endingending remainsremains unresolved,unresolved, asas
Anil’sAnil’s investigationinvestigation resultsresults areare notnot knownknown..

 Adapted from HSC Classmate 2005, Daily Telegraph, Karen McEwenAdapted from HSC Classmate 2005, Daily Telegraph, Karen McEwen



The WriterThe Writer
 MichaelMichael OndaatjeOndaatje waswas bornborn inin SriSri LankaLanka inin 19431943,, butbut movedmoved toto BritainBritain whenwhen hehe

waswas 1111.. AsAs aa youngyoung manman hehe migratedmigrated toto Canada,Canada, wherewhere hehe liveslives inin
TorontoToronto.. HeHe mademade hishis literaryliterary namename asas aa poet,poet, andand hashas publishedpublished 1111
b kb k ff tt MM tltl hh hh bb id lid l kk ff hihibooksbooks ofof poetrypoetry.. MoreMore recentlyrecently hehe hashas becomebecome widelywidely knownknown forfor hishis
novels,novels, plays,plays, filmsfilms andand criticalcritical writingwriting..

 HisHis fictionfiction includesincludes thethe acclaimedacclaimed ComingComing ThroughThrough SlaughterSlaughter ((19761976)),,HisHis fictionfiction includesincludes thethe acclaimedacclaimed ComingComing ThroughThrough SlaughterSlaughter ((19761976)),,
InIn thethe SkinSkin ofof aa LionLion ((19871987)) andand TheThe EnglishEnglish PatientPatient ((19921992)).. TheThe latterlatter
waswas thethe sourcesource forfor aa highlyhighly successfulsuccessful filmfilm.. HeHe hashas writtenwritten aa memoirmemoir
ofof hishis growinggrowing upup inin SriSri LankaLanka (then(then knownknown asas Ceylon),Ceylon), RunningRunning inin
thethe FamilyFamily ((19821982))thethe FamilyFamily ((19821982))..

 EachEach ofof Ondaatje’sOndaatje’s fictionsfictions restsrests onon aa foundationfoundation ofof carefulcareful researchresearch
intointo thethe historyhistory andand milieumilieu ofof hishis subjectssubjects.. HeHe isis reportedreported toto havehaveyy jj pp
spentspent sevenseven yearsyears onon thethe researchresearch underpinningunderpinning Anil’sAnil’s GhostGhost..

 AsAs aa writer,writer, hehe isis knownknown forfor hishis poetic,poetic, allusiveallusive style,style, andand forfor hishis fluid,fluid,
almostalmost cinematiccinematic narrativenarrative structuresstructures whichwhich movemove fromfrom scenescene totoalmostalmost cinematic,cinematic, narrativenarrative structures,structures, whichwhich movemove fromfrom scenescene toto
scene,scene, betweenbetween pastpast andand present,present, andand fromfrom oneone charactercharacter toto anotheranother..
ThisThis challengeschallenges thethe readerreader butbut ultimatelyultimately buildsbuilds aa coherentcoherent andand
revealingrevealing mosaicmosaic ofof actions,actions, eventsevents andand viewpointsviewpoints whichwhich isis highlyhighly

ff tiff ti dd hh bb ll i di d bb itiitieffective,effective, andand hashas beenbeen warmlywarmly praisedpraised byby criticscritics..



ContextContext

SriSri Lanka,Lanka, offoff thethe southernsouthern coastcoast ofof India,India, isis thethe islandisland ofof legendarylegendary beautybeauty whichwhich waswas onceonce
kk dd hh dd dd kk ll dd

g yg y yy
knownknown asas Serendip,Serendip, givinggiving itsits namename toto thethe wordword serendipity,serendipity, ((toto makemake aa pleasantpleasant andand
unexpectedunexpected discoverydiscovery byby accidentaccident)).. ItsIts historyhistory andand geographygeography formform thethe backgroundbackground toto Anil’sAnil’s
Ghost,Ghost, ironicallyironically aa novelnovel ofof unpleasantunpleasant andand notnot unexpectedunexpected discoveriesdiscoveries..

Ondaatje’sOndaatje’s otherother novelsnovels areare setset inin thethe UnitedUnited States,States, wartimewartime ItalyItaly andand earlyearly 2020thth centurycentury
TorontoToronto.. InIn Anil’sAnil’s GhostGhost hehe returnsreturns toto thethe countrycountry ofof hishis family’sfamily’s originsorigins andand ofof hishis ownown
childhoodchildhood memoriesmemories.. ThroughThrough usingusing Anil,Anil, hishis centralcentral character,character, hehe isis ableable toto offeroffer readersreaders aa
memorablememorable rere--creationcreation ofof whatwhat hehe nownow seessees andand whatwhat hehe remembersremembers.. AnilAnil isis depicteddepicted asas anan
expatriateexpatriate whowho hashas workedworked inin placesplaces farfar fromfrom herher homelandhomeland includingincluding GuatemalaGuatemala LondonLondonexpatriateexpatriate whowho hashas workedworked inin placesplaces farfar fromfrom herher homeland,homeland, includingincluding Guatemala,Guatemala, LondonLondon
andand ArizonaArizona;; sheshe speaksspeaks forfor OndaatjeOndaatje inin manymany sectionssections ofof thethe novelnovel..

InIn thethe coursecourse ofof theirtheir investigations,investigations, thethe characterscharacters traveltravel aa greatgreat dealdeal andand regularlyregularly staystay inin
h dh d tt hh d i dd i d tt b tb t thth h th t TT h lh l i lii li thth ttitti itit ii f lf lshadyshady guestguest houseshouses designeddesigned toto combatcombat thethe heatheat.. ToTo helphelp visualisevisualise thesethese settings,settings, itit isis aa usefuluseful

strategystrategy toto checkcheck thethe placeplace namesnames andand thethe variedvaried geographygeography theythey representrepresent.. MostMost goodgood atlasesatlases
andand manymany traveltravel agentsagents offeroffer mapsmaps ofof suitablesuitable detaildetail..

T iT i b hb h kk S iS i L k ’L k ’ “ i“ i bb dd di i ”di i ” dd O d jO d jTouristTourist brochuresbrochures remarkremark onon SriSri Lanka’sLanka’s “amazing“amazing beautybeauty andand diversity”,diversity”, andand OndaatjeOndaatje
immersesimmerses hishis readersreaders inin aa widewide rangerange ofof landscapelandscape formsforms.. AmongAmong thethe areasareas hehe describesdescribes areare
Colombo,Colombo, thethe capitalcapital;; thethe southsouth coastcoast areaarea nearnear HambantotaHambantota wherewhere thethe monkmonk NaradaNarada
(Palipana’s(Palipana’s brother)brother) waswas eventuallyeventually murderedmurdered;; thethe legendarylegendary rockrock fortressfortress ofof SigiriyaSigiriya withwith itsits
famousfamous frescoesfrescoes ofof thethe “Heavenly“Heavenly Maidens”Maidens”;; thethe highlandhighland areasareas ofof BandarawelaBandarawela andandfamousfamous frescoesfrescoes ofof thethe HeavenlyHeavenly MaidensMaidens ;; thethe highlandhighland areasareas ofof BandarawelaBandarawela andand
RatnapuraRatnapura;; andand thethe famousfamous buddhasbuddhas ofof PolonnaruwaPolonnaruwa.. Sarath’sSarath’s brother,brother, Gamini,Gamini, hashas workedworked
inin thethe NorthNorth CentralCentral ProvinceProvince dealingdealing withwith victimsvictims ofof thethe civilcivil warwar..



Turbulent recent historyTurbulent recent history

►► HistoricalHistorical andand culturalcultural contextscontexts areare eveneven moremore importantimportant inin thethe novelnovel SriSri LankaLanka waswas involvedinvolved inin thethe ll980980ss andand►► HistoricalHistorical andand culturalcultural contextscontexts areare eveneven moremore importantimportant inin thethe novelnovel.. SriSri LankaLanka waswas involvedinvolved inin thethe ll980980ss andand
earlyearly 19901990ss inin aa threethree--corneredcornered contest,contest, withwith thethe governmentgovernment forcesforces attackedattacked byby andand inin turnturn attackingattacking bothboth thethe
TamilTamil TigersTigers inin thethe north,north, fightingfighting forfor aa separateseparate state,state, andand antianti--governmentgovernment insurgentsinsurgents inin thethe southsouth.. OneOne resultresult
OndaatjeOndaatje perceivesperceives isis aa secretivesecretive andand repressiverepressive government,government, suspectedsuspected ofof usingusing illegalillegal methodsmethods ofof suppressionsuppression..
AnilAnil Tissera,Tissera, thethe forensicforensic archaeologist,archaeologist, hashas beenbeen sentsent byby thethe UU..NN.. onon aa HumanHuman RightsRights investigationinvestigation [see[see thethe
Author’sAuthor’s NoteNote,, printedprinted onon thethe pagepage afterafter thethe mainmain titletitle page]page]..

►► AlthoughAlthough thethe novelnovel isis setset againstagainst aa backgroundbackground ofof thisthis politicalpolitical turmoil,turmoil, whichwhich indeedindeed producesproduces thethe fearfear andand
tensiontension toto whichwhich thethe characterscharacters mustmust react,react, OndaatjeOndaatje hashas claimedclaimed itit isis notnot aa bookbook aboutabout politics,politics, nornor oneone
attemptingattempting toto suggestsuggest aa solutionsolution toto SriSri Lanka’sLanka’s problemsproblems..

II didi hh ll kk ll ll ff hh d dd d ff ff iff i ff ff i ii i►► InIn oneone reading,reading, thethe novelnovel worksworks asas anan eloquenteloquent elegyelegy forfor thethe deaddead ofof aa countrycountry sufferingsuffering fromfrom yearsyears ofof internecineinternecine
war,war, andand forfor thethe lostlost peacepeace ofof mindmind ofof thethe ordinaryordinary peoplepeople.. TheyThey areare forcedforced intointo anan uneasyuneasy silence,silence, theirtheir voicesvoices lostlost
inin aa hazehaze ofof uncertaintyuncertainty andand lacklack ofof trusttrust overover whatwhat isis oror isis notnot truetrue.. ThroughThrough thethe artificerartificer Ananda,Ananda, OndaatjeOndaatje givesgives
themthem tootoo aa voicevoice.. ‘Sailor’,‘Sailor’, thethe anonymousanonymous victim,victim, isis “a“a representativerepresentative ofof allall thosethose lostlost voices”voices” andand thereforetherefore “to“to givegive
himhim aa namename wouldwould namename allall thethe rest”rest” (p(p 5656))..

►► WhileWhile workingworking toto uncoveruncover thethe humanhuman rightsrights crimescrimes itit isis herher missionmission toto reveal,reveal, AnilAnil alsoalso comescomes toto realiserealise thethe realityreality
ofof lifelife livedlived inin fearfear::

►► ““......inin thethe midstmidst ofof suchsuch events,events, sheshe realized,realized, therethere couldcould nevernever bebe anyany logiclogic toto thethe humanhuman violenceviolence withoutwithout thethe
distancedistance ofof timetime.. ForFor nownow itit wouldwould bebe reported,reported, filedfiled inin Geneva,Geneva, butbut nono oneone couldcould everever givegive meaningmeaning toto itit.. SheShe
usedused toto believebelieve thatthat meaningmeaning allowedallowed aa personperson aa doordoor toto escapeescape griefgrief andand fearfear.. ButBut sheshe sawsaw thatthat thosethose whowho werewere
l dl d dd i di d bb i li l ll hh ff ll dd l i ”l i ” (( ))slammedslammed andand stainedstained byby violenceviolence lostlost thethe powerpower ofof languagelanguage andand logic”logic” (p(p 5555))..

►► ThroughThrough Anil’sAnil’s associationassociation withwith thethe archaeologist,archaeologist, Sarath,Sarath, andand hishis mentor,mentor, thethe epigraphistepigraphist Palipana,Palipana, OndaatjeOndaatje isis
alsoalso ableable toto incorporateincorporate seamlesslyseamlessly intointo thethe narrativenarrative anan appreciationappreciation ofof thethe culturalcultural heritageheritage ofof SriSri LankaLanka.. TheThe
fragilityfragility ofof suchsuch heritageheritage isis mademade clear,clear, asas wellwell asas itsits powerpower toto movemove andand itsits aestheticaesthetic qualitiesqualities.. ItIt isis shownshown asas easilyeasily
damageddamaged inin aa contextcontext ofof civilcivil lawlessnesslawlessness andand violenceviolencedamageddamaged inin aa contextcontext ofof civilcivil lawlessnesslawlessness andand violenceviolence..

►► FromFrom thethe characters’characters’ directdirect commentscomments oror throughthrough theirtheir streamstream ofof consciousnessconsciousness OndaatjeOndaatje isis ableable toto expressexpress aa
rangerange ofof valuevalue judgmentsjudgments inin relationrelation toto thisthis context,context, whichwhich isis perceivedperceived differentlydifferently byby eacheach ofof thethe majormajor characterscharacters..
ForFor moremore onon thisthis aspectaspect ofof context,context, gogo toto SearchingSearching forfor truthtruth..



ActivitiesActivities

►► 1.1. Research the influence of Buddhism on Sinhalese culture. In Research the influence of Buddhism on Sinhalese culture. In 
class or in small groups, discuss the following statement:class or in small groups, discuss the following statement:

Location is traditionally of vital importance in the classic crime Location is traditionally of vital importance in the classic crime 
novel. How does the presentation of location in novel. How does the presentation of location in Anil’s GhostAnil’s Ghost help help 
create a memorable experience for the reader?create a memorable experience for the reader?create a memorable experience for the reader?create a memorable experience for the reader?

►► 2.2. How do the experiences of any two of the minor characters in How do the experiences of any two of the minor characters in 
the novel, such as Sirissa, Linus Corea, Gunesena or Lakma, the novel, such as Sirissa, Linus Corea, Gunesena or Lakma, 
contribute to building the social context of the novel?contribute to building the social context of the novel?contribute to building the social context of the novel?contribute to building the social context of the novel?



Anil’s GhostAnil’s Ghost as Crime Fictionas Crime Fiction

A il’A il’ Gh tGh t ii ll ff i di d LikLik bb ff litlit ll ititAnil’sAnil’s GhostGhost isis aa novelnovel ofof mixedmixed genregenre.. LikeLike aa numbernumber ofof literaryliterary novelsnovels itit usesuses
mostmost ofof thethe conventionsconventions ofof crimecrime fictionfiction toto drivedrive aa complexcomplex narrativenarrative.. ToTo thethe basicbasic
elementselements ofof thethe crimecrime fictionfiction genregenre itit addsadds aa numbernumber ofof otherother importantimportant elementselements::

·· aa profoundprofound meditationmeditation onon thethe naturenature ofof truthtruth andand varyingvarying perceptionsperceptions ofof itit
·· anan expatriate’sexpatriate’s portraitportrait ofof thethe physicalphysical geographygeography andand culturalcultural heritageheritage ofof SriSri
LankaLanka

fi i li dfi i li d ff ff hh i li l i di d ii·· aa fictionalisedfictionalised accountaccount ofof somesome ofof thethe mostmost violentviolent episodesepisodes inin contemporarycontemporary
historyhistory
·· aa sensitive,sensitive, detailed,detailed, presentationpresentation ofof fourfour intertwinedintertwined characterscharacters caughtcaught upup inin
tragictragic eventseventstragictragic eventsevents
·· aa celebrationcelebration ofof typestypes ofof workwork thatthat demanddemand painstakingpainstaking dedicationdedication andand
craftsmanshipcraftsmanship
·· aa revelationrevelation ofof certaincertain valuesvalues throughthrough eventsevents andand varyingvarying humanhuman reactionsreactions toto
hhthemthem..

InIn thethe termsterms ofof thethe EnglishEnglish StageStage 66 PrescriptionsPrescriptions (p(p 2727)) Anil’sAnil’s GhostGhost isis thereforetherefore aa
novelnovel inin whichwhich ‘the‘the mysterymystery maymay alsoalso bebe thethe vehiclevehicle forfor otherother focusesfocuses ’’ TheThe novelnovelnovelnovel inin whichwhich thethe mysterymystery maymay alsoalso bebe thethe vehiclevehicle forfor otherother focusesfocuses.. TheThe novelnovel
clearlyclearly movesmoves beyondbeyond conventionalconventional crimecrime fiction,fiction, notnot merelymerely becausebecause ofof thethe poeticpoetic
texturetexture ofof thethe writingwriting.. ItIt offersoffers anan eloquenteloquent elegyelegy forfor thethe deaddead ofof aa countrycountry
sufferingsuffering fromfrom decadesdecades ofof civilcivil warwar.. ItIt showsshows thatthat thethe appallingappalling consequencesconsequences ofof
thisthis warwar includeinclude anan absenceabsence ofof trusttrust andand aa hazehaze ofof uncertaintyuncertainty overover whatwhat isis oror isis notnotthisthis warwar includeinclude anan absenceabsence ofof trusttrust andand aa hazehaze ofof uncertaintyuncertainty overover whatwhat isis oror isis notnot
truetrue..



Crime fiction elementsCrime fiction elements
MM f tf t ff thth ll llll dd tt ll itit ithiithi thth ii fi tifi tiManyMany featuresfeatures ofof thethe novelnovel allowallow readersreaders toto placeplace itit withinwithin thethe crimecrime fictionfiction genregenre::

·· ItIt isis fictional,fictional, (although(although withwith aa wellwell--researchedresearched basisbasis inin recentrecent history)history)..

·· ItIt focusesfocuses onon thethe elucidationelucidation ofof aa particularparticular crime,crime, chosenchosen toto typifytypify manymany
thousandsthousands ofof othersothers..

·· ItIt dealsdeals withwith serialserial crimescrimes:: inin thisthis case,case, thethe frequent,frequent, oftenoften random,random, killingskillings
carriedcarried outout byby modernmodern guerillas,guerillas, undercoverundercover governmentgovernment agentsagents andand terrorists,terrorists,
thethe stuffstuff ofof dailydaily headlinesheadlines inin thethe 2020thth andand 2121stst centuriescenturies..

·· ItIt criticisescriticises thethe corruptcorrupt andand selfself--servingserving actionsactions ofof governmentsgovernments whichwhich
opposeoppose thethe guerillas,guerillas, oftenoften usingusing equallyequally unlawfulunlawful methodsmethods..

·· ItsIts heroineheroine belongsbelongs toto aa professionprofession whosewhose workwork isis currentlycurrently fashionablefashionable inin
AmericanAmerican crimecrime fictionfiction.. [A[A toptop namename inin contemporarycontemporary crimecrime fictionfiction isis KathyKathy
Reichs,Reichs, oneone ofof onlyonly aboutabout fiftyfifty forensicforensic anthropologistsanthropologists certifiedcertified byby thethe AmericanAmerican
BoardBoard ofof ForensicForensic AnthropologAnthropolog andand authorauthor ofof thethe erer successfulsuccessfulBoardBoard ofof ForensicForensic Anthropology,Anthropology, andand authorauthor ofof thethe veryvery successfulsuccessful
DejaDeja DeadDead ((ArrowArrow 19981998),), DeathDeath dudu JourJour (Heinemann,(Heinemann, 19991999)) andand BareBare BonesBones
((20032003)])]



Crime fiction elementsCrime fiction elements
ItsIts localelocale isis detailed,detailed, believable,believable, andand boundbound upup withwith thethe particularparticular naturenature ofof thethe
crimecrime

·· ItsIts sleuths,sleuths, thethe forensicforensic anthropologistanthropologist AnilAnil TisseraTissera andand thethe archaeologistarchaeologist
SarathSarath Diyasena,Diyasena, operateoperate inin anan atmosphereatmosphere ofof fearfear andand personalpersonal danger,danger, butbut areare
notnot deterreddeterred fromfrom workingworking toto uncoveruncover thethe identityidentity ofof bothboth victimvictim andand perpetratorsperpetrators..

·· CorruptCorrupt authoritiesauthorities whowho sheltershelter oror controlcontrol thethe perpetratorsperpetrators provideprovide aa furtherfurther
obstacleobstacle..

Anil’sAnil’s GhostGhost clearlyclearly fulfilsfulfils thethe syllabussyllabus prescriptionprescription forfor thethe CrimeCrime FictionFiction electiveelective::

TheThe genregenre ofof crimecrime fictionfiction hashas mysterymystery asas itsits keykey elementelement.. TheThe mysterymystery
andand itsits solutionsolution byby rationalityrationality andand thethe carefulcareful accretionaccretion ofof evidenceevidence
maymay bebe thethe primaryprimary focusfocus ofof thethe texttext ThisThis invitesinvites thethe responders’responders’maymay bebe thethe primaryprimary focusfocus ofof thethe texttext.. ThisThis invitesinvites thethe respondersresponders
activeactive involvementinvolvement inin thethe deductiondeduction ofof thethe solutionsolution toto thethe crimecrime..

EnglishEnglish StageStage 66 PrescriptionsPrescriptions [[pp 2727]]



ActivityActivity

 1.  Using the points from the previous slides, 1.  Using the points from the previous slides, 
work in pairs to compile a list of examples work in pairs to compile a list of examples p p pp p p
from the text to support the ideas.from the text to support the ideas.
 Ensure that page references are providedEnsure that page references are provided Ensure that page references are provided, Ensure that page references are provided, 

quotes where applicable.quotes where applicable.



Ondaatje’s narrative techniquesOndaatje’s narrative techniques
 Ondaatje’s narrative method in Ondaatje’s narrative method in Anil’s GhostAnil’s Ghost as in his previous novels is summed up in his as in his previous novels is summed up in his 

favourite quotation from the writer and critical theorist John Berger:favourite quotation from the writer and critical theorist John Berger:
“Never again will a single story be told as though it were the only one.”“Never again will a single story be told as though it were the only one.”

In an interview with Mick Brown (In an interview with Mick Brown (TheThe SydneySydney Morning HeraldMorning Herald, 3 June, 2000) he explains:, 3 June, 2000) he explains:
“I“I justjust don’tdon’t thinkthink youyou cancan havehave oneone narrator,narrator, oneone suresure narrativenarrative voicevoice.. TheThe novelnovel wherewhere thethe

authorauthor isis aa guideguide doesn’tdoesn’t interestinterest meme.. Well,Well, inin aa wayway I’mI’m aa guide,guide, butbut allowingallowing differentdifferent
voicesvoices toto speakspeak..voicesvoices toto speakspeak..

Instead, he says he wanted to break down that ‘us, them, good guys, bad guys’ kind of thing,  Instead, he says he wanted to break down that ‘us, them, good guys, bad guys’ kind of thing,  
and take four or five characters and examine how they live in that world. He also explains and take four or five characters and examine how they live in that world. He also explains 
his books as being predicated on the avoidance of plot ”his books as being predicated on the avoidance of plot ”his books as being predicated on the avoidance of plot.his books as being predicated on the avoidance of plot.

Mick Brown sums up this narrative method:Mick Brown sums up this narrative method:
 “there is something hieroglyphic about his writing, assembled as it is from layers of “there is something hieroglyphic about his writing, assembled as it is from layers of 

i f t f d hifti f f ti d ti hi h ti f t f d hifti f f ti d ti hi h tvoices, fragments of memory and shifting frames of time and action, which create more a voices, fragments of memory and shifting frames of time and action, which create more a 
sense of collage than of straightforward narrative. In sense of collage than of straightforward narrative. In Anil’s Ghost,Anil’s Ghost, the emphasis shifts the emphasis shifts 
between Anil herself, Sarath the archaeologist, his brother Gamini, the doctor treating the between Anil herself, Sarath the archaeologist, his brother Gamini, the doctor treating the 
casualties of war, and Ananda, the face painter of statues. Each has equal weight.”casualties of war, and Ananda, the face painter of statues. Each has equal weight.”

Ondaatje has worked as a filmmaker and loves film as a medium, but he has discounted the Ondaatje has worked as a filmmaker and loves film as a medium, but he has discounted the 
influence on his narrative structures ofcinematic techniques, telling interviewer Sara influence on his narrative structures ofcinematic techniques, telling interviewer Sara 
Dowse (Dowse (The Sydney Morning HeraldThe Sydney Morning Herald 2323--24 February, 2002) he did not consider himself to 24 February, 2002) he did not consider himself to 
be more influenced by film than other writers She however comments that:be more influenced by film than other writers She however comments that:be more influenced by film than other writers. She however comments that:be more influenced by film than other writers. She however comments that:

 “...apart from the visual impact of his imagery, the fluidity of his narratives and the rapid “...apart from the visual impact of his imagery, the fluidity of his narratives and the rapid 
juxtaposition of scenes are techniques associated with cinema.”juxtaposition of scenes are techniques associated with cinema.”



Ondaatje’s narrative techniquesOndaatje’s narrative techniques
InIn thethe samesame interviewinterview OndaatjeOndaatje acknowledgesacknowledges thethe influenceinfluence ofof popularpopular musicmusic onon hishis writing,writing, andand hishis beliefbelief
thatthat everyevery contemporarycontemporary writerwriter hashas beenbeen shapedshaped byby thethe rhythmsrhythms andand structuresstructures ofof 2020thth CenturyCentury musicmusic::thatthat everyevery contemporarycontemporary writerwriter hashas beenbeen shapedshaped byby thethe rhythmsrhythms andand structuresstructures ofof 2020thth CenturyCentury musicmusic::

“My“My novelsnovels areare fullfull ofof popularpopular songssongs.. TheThe characterscharacters spendspend mostmost ofof theirtheir timetime reading,reading, singingsinging andand
sleepingsleeping.. PopularPopular musicmusic hashas aa hugehuge subliminalsubliminal influenceinfluence onon howhow wewe writewrite nownow.. ItIt affectsaffects thethe rhythmrhythm ofof thethe
proseprose..””

Anil’sAnil’s moodsmoods andand reactionsreactions areare oftenoften suggestedsuggested byby lineslines fromfrom favouritefavourite songssongs thatthat sheshe recallsrecalls..

HisHis narrativenarrative methodmethod inin Anil’sAnil’s GhostGhost isis markedmarked notnot onlyonly byby aa greatgreat fluidityfluidity ofof time,time, place,place, andand pointpoint ofof view,view,
b tb t ll bb i ti t ff t i lt i l HH i t t t liti t t t lit i t l tii t l ti f t lf t l t i lt i l ffbutbut alsoalso byby varietyvariety ofof materialmaterial.. HeHe usesuses intertextuality,intertextuality, interpolatinginterpolating somesome factualfactual material,material, ee..gg.. fromfrom anan
AmnestyAmnesty InternationalInternational listlist ofof victimsvictims ofof thethe SriSri LankanLankan politicalpolitical fightingfighting (p(p 4141));; andand fromfrom TheThe NationalNational AtlasAtlas
ofof SriSri LankaLanka (in(in summarysummary form,form, pppp 3939--4040)).. TheseThese carrycarry somesome ofof thethe factualfactual backgroundbackground ofof thethe fictionfiction..

MostMost ofof thethe interpolatedinterpolated materialmaterial printedprinted inin italics,italics, however,however, isis flashbackflashback accountsaccounts ofof eventsevents inin thethe previouspreviousMostMost ofof thethe interpolatedinterpolated materialmaterial printedprinted inin italics,italics, however,however, isis flashbackflashback accountsaccounts ofof eventsevents inin thethe previousprevious
liveslives ofof thethe characters,characters, particularlyparticularly Anil,Anil, butbut alsoalso moremore peripheralperipheral characterscharacters suchsuch asas Ananda’sAnanda’s murderedmurdered
wife,wife, SirissaSirissa..

AtAt otherother times,times, Anil’sAnil’s pastpast lifelife andand thatthat ofof otherother characterscharacters suchsuch asas Gamini,Gamini, SarathSarath andand PalipanaPalipana areare
revealedrevealed toto thethe readerreader inin thethe formform ofof recollectedrecollected memoriesmemories inspiredinspired byby somesome happeninghappening inin thethe novel’snovel’srevealedrevealed toto thethe readerreader inin thethe formform ofof recollectedrecollected memories,memories, inspiredinspired byby somesome happeninghappening inin thethe novel’snovel’s
‘present’,‘present’, oror inin thethe formform ofof conversationsconversations recallingrecalling thethe pastpast.. HeHe usesuses alsoalso literaryliterary allusions,allusions, toto addadd aa
resonanceresonance toto thethe narrativenarrative byby revealingrevealing thethe backgroundbackground ofof characterscharacters suchsuch asas Palipana,Palipana, SarathSarath andand AnilAnil.. ForFor
thethe characters,characters, rememberedremembered quotationsquotations formform aa typetype ofof bulwarkbulwark againstagainst thethe threatsthreats andand horrorshorrors ofof thethe
present,present, anan aidaid inin makingmaking sensesense ofof thethe worldworld..

AuthenticityAuthenticity ofof descriptiondescription appliesapplies notnot onlyonly toto thethe minuteminute detailsdetails ofof work,work, ee..gg.. AnandaAnanda andand thethe otherother minemine
workersworkers (pp(pp 9191 ff)ff).. TheThe landscape,landscape, thethe weather,weather, andand thethe dailydaily customscustoms ofof livingliving areare usedused toto givegive thethe texturetexture
ofof SriSri LankanLankan lifelife.. OndaatjeOndaatje usesuses occasionaloccasional SinhaleseSinhalese wordswords suchsuch asas bajajbajaj,, diyadiya reddhareddha cloth,cloth, pokuna,pokuna,
walawwawalawwa.. HeHe usesuses alsoalso thethe devicedevice ofof cumulation,cumulation, listinglisting oneone piecepiece ofof naming,naming, evidenceevidence oror informationinformation afterafterwalawwawalawwa.. HeHe usesuses alsoalso thethe devicedevice ofof cumulation,cumulation, listinglisting oneone piecepiece ofof naming,naming, evidenceevidence oror informationinformation afterafter
anotheranother.. AnAn exampleexample isis Sarath’sSarath’s reflectionreflection::
“The“The countrycountry existedexisted inin aa rocking,rocking, selfself--buryingburying motionmotion.. TheThe disappearancedisappearance ofof schoolboys,schoolboys, thethe deathdeath ofof

lawyerslawyers byby torture,torture, thethe abductionabduction ofof bodiesbodies fromfrom thethe HokandaraHokandara massmass gravegrave.. MurdersMurders inin thethe MuthurajawelaMuthurajawela
marshmarsh..”” (p(p 157157))



Responding to violenceResponding to violence

EveryEvery writerwriter ofof crimecrime fictionfiction hashas toto decidedecide howhow toto presentpresent thethe violenceviolence whichwhich isisEveryEvery writerwriter ofof crimecrime fictionfiction hashas toto decidedecide howhow toto presentpresent thethe violenceviolence whichwhich isis
usuallyusually atat thethe heartheart ofof thethe mysterymystery toto bebe unravelledunravelled.. SomeSome revelrevel inin thethe physicalphysical
detailsdetails ofof violenceviolence andand itsits effectseffects onon thethe humanhuman mindmind andand bodybody.. ThoseThose whowho dealdeal
withwith serialserial killingskillings havehave repeatedrepeated chanceschances toto showshow thethe effectseffects ofof homicidehomicide.. Others,Others,

hh O d tjO d tj hh tt di tdi t th ith i titi ff thth b t lb t l i dii disuchsuch asas Ondaatje,Ondaatje, choosechoose toto distancedistance theirtheir narrativenarrative fromfrom thethe brutalbrutal immediacy,immediacy,
andand showshow thethe crime’scrime’s aftermathaftermath ratherrather thanthan thethe momentmoment ofof committalcommittal..

Anil’sAnil’s GhostGhost isis setset inin aa countrycountry wherewhere threethree forcesforces areare usingusing thethe weaponsweapons ofof terrorterrorAnil sAnil s GhostGhost isis setset inin aa countrycountry wherewhere threethree forcesforces areare usingusing thethe weaponsweapons ofof terrorterror
againstagainst theirtheir perceivedperceived enemiesenemies andand thethe helplesshelpless generalgeneral populationpopulation whowho areare oftenoften
therirtherir victimsvictims.. OndaatjeOndaatje showsshows awarenessawareness thatthat hehe couldcould havehave mademade moremore ofof thethe
violenceviolence whichwhich backgroundsbackgrounds hishis storystory thanthan hehe diddid.. HisHis mainmain characters,characters, becausebecause ofof
theirtheir professionalprofessional expertiseexpertise operateoperate longlong afterafter thethe crimescrimes havehave beenbeen committedcommitted ToTotheirtheir professionalprofessional expertise,expertise, operateoperate longlong afterafter thethe crimescrimes havehave beenbeen committedcommitted.. ToTo
anan extentextent thisthis removesremoves thethe storystory fromfrom overtovert accountsaccounts ofof violenceviolence.. EvenEven whenwhen
Sirissa’sSirissa’s deathdeath isis narratednarrated (pp(pp 172172--55)) onlyonly thethe precedingpreceding timetime andand herher horrifiedhorrified
realisationrealisation ofof whatwhat hashas happenedhappened atat thethe schoolschool wherewhere sheshe worksworks isis revealedrevealed inin
detaildetail toto thethe readerreader OurOur imaginationsimaginations supplysupply thethe restrestdetaildetail toto thethe readerreader.. OurOur imaginationsimaginations supplysupply thethe restrest..

“Anil’s“Anil’s GhostGhost couldcould havehave beenbeen asas brutalbrutal asas thethe SriSri LankanLankan terrorterror reallyreally was,was,
butbut itit waswas writtenwritten fromfrom aa forensicforensic pointpoint ofof viewview itit waswas moremore likelike aa detectivedetectivebutbut itit waswas writtenwritten fromfrom aa forensicforensic pointpoint ofof view,view, itit waswas moremore likelike aa detectivedetective
story,story, andand waswas oneone stepstep removedremoved fromfrom thethe violenceviolence.. I’mI’m notnot aa violentviolent
personperson butbut II writewrite aboutabout whatwhat II fear,fear, toto shapeshape itit andand mutemute itit inin aa wayway........toto
rere--createcreate violenceviolence exactlyexactly asas itit happenshappens cancan becomebecome pornographicpornographic..””
[Ondaatje[Ondaatje inin anan interviewinterview withwith SaraSara DowseDowse,, TheThe SydneySydney MorningMorning Herald,Herald, 2323--2424 FebruaryFebruary 20022002]]



Forensic characterisationForensic characterisation

SleuthingSleuthing----patientlypatiently diggingdigging forfor thethe factsfacts inin orderorder toto elucidateelucidate thethe mysterymystery----isis atat thethe
heartheart ofof thethe novel’snovel’s plotplot..
ButBut aa parallelparallel forensicforensic investigationinvestigation isis goinggoing onon:: thatthat ofof thethe readersreaders asas theythey excavateexcavate
thethe personalpersonal liveslives ofof thethe fourfour mainmain characterscharacters AnilAnil andand SarathSarath useuse theirtheir professionalprofessionalthethe personalpersonal liveslives ofof thethe fourfour mainmain characterscharacters.. AnilAnil andand SarathSarath useuse theirtheir professionalprofessional
skillsskills asas forensicforensic anthropologistanthropologist andand archaeologistarchaeologist toto uncoveruncover thethe identityidentity ofof ‘Sailor’,‘Sailor’,
thethe recentlyrecently reburiedreburied skeletonskeleton foundfound amongstamongst historichistoric archaeologicalarchaeological remainsremains inin aa
securesecure officialofficial heritageheritage areaarea.. ReadersReaders mustmust alsoalso useuse theirtheir skillsskills asas experiencedexperienced readersreaders
toto comecome toto understandunderstand notnot onlyonly thethe characterscharacters butbut alsoalso thethe wayway theirtheir personalpersonaltoto comecome toto understandunderstand notnot onlyonly thethe characters,characters, butbut alsoalso thethe wayway theirtheir personalpersonal
experiencesexperiences illuminateilluminate muchmuch ofof thethe essentialessential backgroundbackground toto thethe storystory.. Ondaatje’sOndaatje’s
narrativenarrative methodmethod isis essentiallyessentially anan indirectindirect one,one, requiringrequiring thethe reader’sreader’s fullfull attentionattention toto
piecepiece togethertogether thethe mosaicmosaic ofof informationinformation thatthat accumulatesaccumulates aboutabout thethe characterscharacters asas thethe
plotplot unwindsunwindsplotplot unwindsunwinds..

TheThe twotwo otherother majormajor characters,characters, GaminiGamini andand Ananda,Ananda, asas wellwell asas thethe minorminor ones,ones,
seemseem positionedpositioned byby OndaatjeOndaatje toto revealreveal somesome essentialessential facetsfacets ofof SriSri LankanLankan life,life, ratherratherseemseem positionedpositioned byby OndaatjeOndaatje toto revealreveal somesome essentialessential facetsfacets ofof SriSri LankanLankan life,life, ratherrather
thanthan toto directlydirectly forwardforward thethe solutionsolution ofof thethe mysterymystery.. Gamini’sGamini’s experiencesexperiences showshow thethe
humanhuman costcost ofof warwar inin casualtiescasualties thatthat overwhelmoverwhelm thethe hospitalshospitals andand theirtheir exhaustedexhausted
staffstaff.. AnandaAnanda embodiesembodies allall thosethose villagevillage peoplepeople whowho suffersuffer butbut dodo notnot themselvesthemselves
wantwant toto becomebecome demons,demons, thosethose AnandaAnanda callscalls “spectres“spectres ofof retaliationretaliation..”” (p(p 304304))..wantwant toto becomebecome demons,demons, thosethose AnandaAnanda callscalls spectresspectres ofof retaliationretaliation.. (p(p 304304))..

ThroughThrough hishis characterscharacters thethe writerwriter givesgives indirectlyindirectly toto thethe readerreader hishis observationsobservations onon
thethe eventsevents hehe hashas witnessedwitnessed oror researchedresearched..



ActivitiesActivities

 ·· Work in small groups to document elements of Work in small groups to document elements of 
Ondaatje’s style including those referred to above EachOndaatje’s style including those referred to above EachOndaatje s style, including those referred to above. Each Ondaatje s style, including those referred to above. Each 
person should find four or five examples of a particular person should find four or five examples of a particular 
element and explain to the group what they add to the element and explain to the group what they add to the 
effect of the narrative.effect of the narrative.

 ·· Cinematic narrative often works by cutting from Cinematic narrative often works by cutting from 
one scene to another, juxtaposing them to imply a one scene to another, juxtaposing them to imply a 

t b t th t d h t ht b t th t d h t hcomment about the events and characters shown.comment about the events and characters shown.

Fi d l h i th l iFi d l h i th l i ·· Find examples where one scene in the novel is Find examples where one scene in the novel is 
followed by another, illuminating the meaning of both.followed by another, illuminating the meaning of both.



Celebrating workCelebrating work
 The reality of daily work in the lives of his characters is a constant focus The reality of daily work in the lives of his characters is a constant focus 

in Ondaatje’s fiction. The minute details of the work performed by the in Ondaatje’s fiction. The minute details of the work performed by the 
four main characters: Anil, the forensic anthropologist, Sarath, the four main characters: Anil, the forensic anthropologist, Sarath, the 

h l i t G i i th h it l d t d A d thh l i t G i i th h it l d t d A d tharchaeologist, Gamini, the emergency hospital doctor, and Ananda, the archaeologist, Gamini, the emergency hospital doctor, and Ananda, the 
artist and artificer, are described with care. For much of the sections of artist and artificer, are described with care. For much of the sections of 
the novel dealing in turn with each of their lives, descriptions of their the novel dealing in turn with each of their lives, descriptions of their 
work dominate the narrativework dominate the narrativework dominate the narrative.work dominate the narrative.

 To a large extent, the reader is positioned to share their preoccupation, To a large extent, the reader is positioned to share their preoccupation, 
working to achieve a clear understanding of what they do. The reward for working to achieve a clear understanding of what they do. The reward for 
the reader is the finding of clues to the mystery at the heart of the book: the reader is the finding of clues to the mystery at the heart of the book: g y yg y y
the crime committed against ‘Sailor’, the identity of the perpetrators, and the crime committed against ‘Sailor’, the identity of the perpetrators, and 
the reasons for this and countless other crimes.the reasons for this and countless other crimes.

 In these sections of the narrative, the detailed preparation Ondaatje In these sections of the narrative, the detailed preparation Ondaatje 
d t k b t O h t h hi lf id t k b t O h t h hi lf iundertook becomes apparent. One character who appears as himself in undertook becomes apparent. One character who appears as himself in 

the novel is the distinguished American forensic anthropologist, Clyde the novel is the distinguished American forensic anthropologist, Clyde 
Snow, who is thanked in the credits. Ondaatje’s references to human Snow, who is thanked in the credits. Ondaatje’s references to human 
rights investigations in Guatemala, as recalled by Anil, are based on hisrights investigations in Guatemala, as recalled by Anil, are based on hisrights investigations in Guatemala, as recalled by Anil, are based on his rights investigations in Guatemala, as recalled by Anil, are based on his 
own visits to that country to observe forensic anthropologists at work. own visits to that country to observe forensic anthropologists at work. 
Anil flies to Miami to meet her lover, Cullis on a break from such work Anil flies to Miami to meet her lover, Cullis on a break from such work 
“with the forensic team in Guatemala” (p 33). She is exhausted but so “with the forensic team in Guatemala” (p 33). She is exhausted but so 

h ll b b d i thi k th t i l h t d “h h dh ll b b d i thi k th t i l h t d “h h dwholly absorbed in this work that even in sleep he noted “her hand wholly absorbed in this work that even in sleep he noted “her hand 
moving constantly as if brushing earth away” (p 34).moving constantly as if brushing earth away” (p 34).



Celebrating workCelebrating work
ClydeClyde SnowSnow ClydeClyde SnowSnow

 The status of Clyde Snow as an eminent forensic anthropologist is clear from the list of ‘skeletal The status of Clyde Snow as an eminent forensic anthropologist is clear from the list of ‘skeletal 
confirmations’ he is credited with. These include John F. Kennedy; the men who died in General Custer’s confirmations’ he is credited with. These include John F. Kennedy; the men who died in General Custer’s 
‘last stand’ in 1875; the famous Nazi war criminal, Dr. Josef Mengele, who had escaped to live in Brazil; ‘last stand’ in 1875; the famous Nazi war criminal, Dr. Josef Mengele, who had escaped to live in Brazil; 
the Egyptian boy king, Tutenkhamun; the victims of the Oklahoma bombing; and the victims found in the Egyptian boy king, Tutenkhamun; the victims of the Oklahoma bombing; and the victims found in 

t V k i th f Y l it V k i th f Y l imass graves at Vukovar, in the former Yugoslavia.mass graves at Vukovar, in the former Yugoslavia.
 Dr. Snow has worked to uncover forensic evidence for various human rights groups, in parallel with Anil’s Dr. Snow has worked to uncover forensic evidence for various human rights groups, in parallel with Anil’s 

work, where one body must stand for thousands “to give him a name would name the rest.” (p 56) He work, where one body must stand for thousands “to give him a name would name the rest.” (p 56) He 
led the forensic work in Argentina which led to the conviction of five officers from the former led the forensic work in Argentina which led to the conviction of five officers from the former 
government’s infamous ‘death squads’. A biographical note states: “Hundreds of officers were involved of government’s infamous ‘death squads’. A biographical note states: “Hundreds of officers were involved of g q g pg q g p
course, but this is a start. More than anything, his work has brought these atrocities to the surface, course, but this is a start. More than anything, his work has brought these atrocities to the surface, 
where the bodies have to be dealt with and questioned by the public and governments.where the bodies have to be dealt with and questioned by the public and governments.””

 Many web sites have further information. The source quoted here is from Many web sites have further information. The source quoted here is from Clyde SnowClyde Snow

Th b th G i i d S th t l t l th ld f k Th h t d d tTh b th G i i d S th t l t l th ld f k Th h t d d t The brothers Gamini and Sarath, too, almost never leave the world of work. The exhausted doctor can The brothers Gamini and Sarath, too, almost never leave the world of work. The exhausted doctor can 
sleep only within the ambience of the hospital, stretching out in the children’s ward. They have sleep only within the ambience of the hospital, stretching out in the children’s ward. They have 
colleagues and mentors, but seem now to be without close family or friends. Similarly, Anil breaks with colleagues and mentors, but seem now to be without close family or friends. Similarly, Anil breaks with 
Cullis, violently and suddenly, on a later visit to him in Borrego Springs (pp 100Cullis, violently and suddenly, on a later visit to him in Borrego Springs (pp 100--101). She is still mentally 101). She is still mentally 
absorbed in the forensic work from which she has taken a short break. She recalls this incident soon after absorbed in the forensic work from which she has taken a short break. She recalls this incident soon after 
h h P li d ibi th it l f i ti th f th B ddh “Th tifi b i lifh h P li d ibi th it l f i ti th f th B ddh “Th tifi b i lifshe hears Paalipana describing the ritual of painting the eyes of the Buddha. “The artificer brings life she hears Paalipana describing the ritual of painting the eyes of the Buddha. “The artificer brings life 

sight and truth and presence”, he tells her (p 99). This painstaking work foreshadows the work Ananda sight and truth and presence”, he tells her (p 99). This painstaking work foreshadows the work Ananda 
will do to reconstruct the face of Sailor’s skull, and so help reveal his identity.will do to reconstruct the face of Sailor’s skull, and so help reveal his identity.

 Ananda in many ways represents the ordinary people of Sri Lanka, both in his suffering and in hisAnanda in many ways represents the ordinary people of Sri Lanka, both in his suffering and in his Ananda in many ways represents the ordinary people of Sri Lanka, both in his suffering and in his Ananda in many ways represents the ordinary people of Sri Lanka, both in his suffering and in his 
working life. The arduous and dangerous manual work he and other gem miners do is detailed (pp 91working life. The arduous and dangerous manual work he and other gem miners do is detailed (pp 91--3). 3). 
After the death of his wife the work, and drinking after it, wholly absorb him. His almost mythic task as After the death of his wife the work, and drinking after it, wholly absorb him. His almost mythic task as 
the artificer who paints the eye of the statue is memorably detailed in the novel’s finale (pp 304the artificer who paints the eye of the statue is memorably detailed in the novel’s finale (pp 304--7. This 7. This 
section typifies the way Ondaatje depicts the precise skills and rituals people develop to carry out their section typifies the way Ondaatje depicts the precise skills and rituals people develop to carry out their 
profession, craft or trade.profession, craft or trade.profession, craft or trade.profession, craft or trade.



Searching for truthSearching for truth
 TheThe naturenature ofof truth,truth, andand howhow andand toto whatwhat extentextent itit becomesbecomes

knowable,knowable, isis atat thethe heartheart ofof thethe novelnovel.. CharactersCharacters talktalk andand thinkthink
aboutabout thethe hiddenhidden naturenature ofof reality,reality, returningreturning againagain andand againagain toto thethe
conceptconcept andand developingdeveloping andand presentingpresenting varyingvarying ideasideas aboutabout ititconceptconcept andand developingdeveloping andand presentingpresenting varyingvarying ideasideas aboutabout itit..

 TheThe personalpersonal andand professionalprofessional costcost ofof adheringadhering toto one’sone’s conceptconcept ofof
truthtruth alsoalso becomesbecomes clearclear asas thethe novelnovel unfoldsunfolds InIn discussiondiscussion asas inintruthtruth alsoalso becomesbecomes clearclear asas thethe novelnovel unfoldsunfolds.. InIn discussiondiscussion asas inin
actionaction thethe characters,characters, particularlyparticularly SarahSarah andand Anil,Anil, illuminateilluminate
opposingopposing conceptsconcepts ofof whatwhat isis inin factfact knowableknowable..

 InIn Sarath’sSarath’s view,view, AnilAnil hashas aa westernised,westernised, rationalrational andand optimisticoptimistic viewview
ofof whatwhat cancan bebe mademade overtovert afterafter investigationinvestigation.. HeHe considersconsiders hishis ownown
viewview isis moremore realisticrealistic----hehe hashas toto livelive inin aa countrycountry wherewhere competingcompetingyy p gp g
powerspowers havehave theirtheir ownown motivesmotives forfor suppressingsuppressing oror distortingdistorting
evidence,evidence, andand wherewhere culturalcultural imperativesimperatives maymay drivedrive aa differentdifferent
agendaagenda.. ThisThis clashclash ofof evidenceevidence inin collisioncollision withwith thethe powerpower structurestructure
isis usedused byby thethe authorauthor toto createcreate enormousenormous tensiontension inin thethe climacticclimacticisis usedused byby thethe authorauthor toto createcreate enormousenormous tensiontension inin thethe climacticclimactic
finalfinal chapterschapters ofof thethe novelnovel..



Key QuotesKey Quotes
·· Consider each of these comments on the nature of truth. By the end of the Consider each of these comments on the nature of truth. By the end of the 

novel, which seems to be most validated?novel, which seems to be most validated?
a)a) ‘Well, kings also caused trouble in those days,’ he said. ‘Even then there was ‘Well, kings also caused trouble in those days,’ he said. ‘Even then there was 

nothing to believe in with certainty They still didn’t know what truth was Wenothing to believe in with certainty They still didn’t know what truth was Wenothing to believe in with certainty. They still didn t know what truth was. We nothing to believe in with certainty. They still didn t know what truth was. We 
have never had the truth. Not even with your work on bones.’have never had the truth. Not even with your work on bones.’

‘We use the bone to search for it. “The truth shall set you free”. I believe that.’‘We use the bone to search for it. “The truth shall set you free”. I believe that.’
‘Most of the time in our world, truth is just opinion.’ (p 102)‘Most of the time in our world, truth is just opinion.’ (p 102), j p (p ), j p (p )

b)b) Half the world, it felt, was being buried, the truth hidden by fear, while the past Half the world, it felt, was being buried, the truth hidden by fear, while the past 
revealed itself in the light of a burning rhodendron bush.revealed itself in the light of a burning rhodendron bush.

A il ld t d t d thi ld d t d b l S th k th t f hA il ld t d t d thi ld d t d b l S th k th t f hAnil would not understand this old and accepted balance. Sarath knew that for her Anil would not understand this old and accepted balance. Sarath knew that for her 
the journey was in getting to the truth. But what would the truth bring them into? the journey was in getting to the truth. But what would the truth bring them into? 
It was a flame against a sleeping lake of petrol. Sarath had seen truth broken into It was a flame against a sleeping lake of petrol. Sarath had seen truth broken into 
suitable pieces and used by the foreign press alongside irrelevant photographs. (p suitable pieces and used by the foreign press alongside irrelevant photographs. (p 

))156)156)

c)c) ‘You like to remain cloudy, don’t you, Sarath, even to yourself.’‘You like to remain cloudy, don’t you, Sarath, even to yourself.’
‘I d ’t thi k l it i il t th It’ i li it i ’t it?’‘I d ’t thi k l it i il t th It’ i li it i ’t it?’…‘I don’t think clarity is necessarily truth. It’s simplicity, isn’t it?’…‘I don’t think clarity is necessarily truth. It’s simplicity, isn’t it?’

‘I need to know what you think. I need to break things apart to know where ‘I need to know what you think. I need to break things apart to know where 
someone came from That’s also an acceptance of complexity Secrets turnsomeone came from That’s also an acceptance of complexity Secrets turnsomeone came from. That s also an acceptance of complexity. Secrets turn someone came from. That s also an acceptance of complexity. Secrets turn 
powerless in the open air.’powerless in the open air.’

‘Political secrets are not powerless, in any form’, he said. (p 259)‘Political secrets are not powerless, in any form’, he said. (p 259)



ReviewReview-- “Ondaatje's Cathartic Vision’“Ondaatje's Cathartic Vision’ by Andrea MacPhersonby Andrea MacPherson
Anil's GhostAnil's Ghost is a small, sudden glimpse into the soul of awardis a small, sudden glimpse into the soul of award--winning poet and novelist Michael Ondaatje. In winning poet and novelist Michael Ondaatje. In 

the much anticipated followthe much anticipated follow--up to his Booker Prize and Governor General's Awardup to his Booker Prize and Governor General's Award--winning novelwinning novel TheThethe much anticipated followthe much anticipated follow up to his Booker Prize and Governor General s Awardup to his Booker Prize and Governor General s Award winning novel, winning novel, The The 
English PatientEnglish Patient, Ondaatje explores both the extravagant beauty and the horrific civil war of his homeland, , Ondaatje explores both the extravagant beauty and the horrific civil war of his homeland, 
Sri Lanka. With swift prose, we are immediately immersed in his cathartic vision of an island's haunting Sri Lanka. With swift prose, we are immediately immersed in his cathartic vision of an island's haunting 
history.history.

A il Ti i f i th l i t t i t h ti S i L k t l th t i fA il Ti i f i th l i t t i t h ti S i L k t l th t i fAnil Tissera is a forensic anthropologist returning to her native Sri Lanka to explore the current campaign of Anil Tissera is a forensic anthropologist returning to her native Sri Lanka to explore the current campaign of 
terror and murder brought about by a vast ethnic war near the end of the 20th century. She has been terror and murder brought about by a vast ethnic war near the end of the 20th century. She has been 
educated abroad and has not returned to Sri Lanka in a number of years. She returns to find the educated abroad and has not returned to Sri Lanka in a number of years. She returns to find the 
countryside torn apart by mass graves, night patrols and government interrogations. With the help of countryside torn apart by mass graves, night patrols and government interrogations. With the help of 
Sarath Diyasenaa, an archaeologist, Anil discovers bodies, skeletons and the beginnings of complex political Sarath Diyasenaa, an archaeologist, Anil discovers bodies, skeletons and the beginnings of complex political 

ttmystery.mystery.

Anil and Sarath probe deeper into the mystery of the skeleton they have named Sailor, and find allies in Anil and Sarath probe deeper into the mystery of the skeleton they have named Sailor, and find allies in 
forgotten members of Sri Lankan culture, such as Sarath's brother Gamini, the blind epigraphist Palipana forgotten members of Sri Lankan culture, such as Sarath's brother Gamini, the blind epigraphist Palipana 
and his young caretaker, and Ananda, a drunken widower with the abilities to paint death and restructureand his young caretaker, and Ananda, a drunken widower with the abilities to paint death and restructureand his young caretaker, and Ananda, a drunken widower with the abilities to paint death and restructure and his young caretaker, and Ananda, a drunken widower with the abilities to paint death and restructure 
man. Ondaatje allows the reader to witness Sri Lanka through the dreamman. Ondaatje allows the reader to witness Sri Lanka through the dream--like perceptions of these like perceptions of these 
characters.characters.

There are images carved into or painted on rock There are images carved into or painted on rock ---- a perspective of aa perspective of a village seen from the height of a village seen from the height of a 
nearby hill a single line depicting anearby hill a single line depicting a woman's back bent over a childwoman's back bent over a child that have altered Sarath'sthat have altered Sarath'snearby hill, a single line depicting anearby hill, a single line depicting a woman's back bent over a child woman's back bent over a child ---- that have altered Sarath's that have altered Sarath's 
perceptionsperceptions of his world. Years ago he and Palipana entered unknown rockof his world. Years ago he and Palipana entered unknown rock darknesses, lit a match and saw darknesses, lit a match and saw 
hints of colour. They went outside andhints of colour. They went outside and cut branches off a rhododendron, and returned and set them on fire cut branches off a rhododendron, and returned and set them on fire 
toto illuminate the cave, smoke from the green wood acrid and filling theilluminate the cave, smoke from the green wood acrid and filling the burning light.burning light.
These were discoveries made during the worst political times, alongsideThese were discoveries made during the worst political times, alongside a thousand little dirty acts of race a thousand little dirty acts of race 

f ff f
g p gg p g yy

and politics, gang madness andand politics, gang madness and financial gain. War having come this far like a poison into thefinancial gain. War having come this far like a poison into the bloodstream bloodstream 
could not get out.could not get out.
Those images in caves through the smoke and firelight. The nightThose images in caves through the smoke and firelight. The night interrogations, the vans in daylight interrogations, the vans in daylight 
picking up citizens at random.picking up citizens at random. That man he had seen taken away on a bicycle. Mass disappearancesThat man he had seen taken away on a bicycle. Mass disappearances at at 
Suriyakanda, reports of mass graves at Ankumbura, mass gravesSuriyakanda, reports of mass graves at Ankumbura, mass graves at Akmeemana. Half the world, it felt,at Akmeemana. Half the world, it felt,Suriyakanda, reports of mass graves at Ankumbura, mass gravesSuriyakanda, reports of mass graves at Ankumbura, mass graves at Akmeemana. Half the world, it felt, at Akmeemana. Half the world, it felt, 
was being buried, the truthwas being buried, the truth hidden by fear, while the past revealed itself in the light of a burninghidden by fear, while the past revealed itself in the light of a burning
rhododendron bush.rhododendron bush.



ReviewReview-- “Ondaatje's Cathartic Vision’“Ondaatje's Cathartic Vision’ by Andrea MacPhersonby Andrea MacPherson

However, don't expect a novel like Ondaatje's previous work, However, don't expect a novel like Ondaatje's previous work, The English Patient, In the Skin of The English Patient, In the Skin of 
a Lion a Lion and and Coming Through Slaughter. Coming Through Slaughter. With With Anil's GhostAnil's Ghost, Ondaatje has abandoned some of , Ondaatje has abandoned some of 
the dense, lush prose. While his trademark poetic language remains, more dialogue and the dense, lush prose. While his trademark poetic language remains, more dialogue and 
straight away narrative are included throughstraight away narrative are included through this latest novel. As this latest novel. As Anil's Ghost Anil's Ghost is less is less g y gg y g
concerned with the intricate, intimate lives of its characters and more inspired by the heavy concerned with the intricate, intimate lives of its characters and more inspired by the heavy 
political climate of his homeland, it is perhaps out of necessity that Ondaatje has chosen to political climate of his homeland, it is perhaps out of necessity that Ondaatje has chosen to 
use crisp, clean prose when dealing with a subject as complex as the civil uprisings in Sri use crisp, clean prose when dealing with a subject as complex as the civil uprisings in Sri 
Lanka.Lanka.

There is a constant ebb and flow of characters directly involved with the civil war; these There is a constant ebb and flow of characters directly involved with the civil war; these 
characters range from murder victims to doctors to anthropologists to forgotten artists. characters range from murder victims to doctors to anthropologists to forgotten artists. 
While they remain somewhat distanced from the reader, they do serve Ondaatje's purpose While they remain somewhat distanced from the reader, they do serve Ondaatje's purpose 
f i i th i h bit t f thi ti i l d H thi t ti i t ith t f ltf i i th i h bit t f thi ti i l d H thi t ti i t ith t f ltof examining the inhabitants of this tiny island. However, this tactic is not without fault. of examining the inhabitants of this tiny island. However, this tactic is not without fault. 

Some major plot lines and characters are dealt with too swiftly, in almost a summary Some major plot lines and characters are dealt with too swiftly, in almost a summary 
manner as we race towards more political commentary. At times, the characters and their manner as we race towards more political commentary. At times, the characters and their 
tenuous lives seem forgotten in the mass of plot and politics compiled within tenuous lives seem forgotten in the mass of plot and politics compiled within Anil's Ghost.Anil's Ghost.

In In Anil's GhostAnil's Ghost, Ondaatje dissects the secret enemies, identity, memory, family and turbulent , Ondaatje dissects the secret enemies, identity, memory, family and turbulent 
past of a lush country caught in the throes of murder, betrayal and warfare. He examines past of a lush country caught in the throes of murder, betrayal and warfare. He examines 
and unfolds the intricate layers that make up Sri Lanka and its tumultuous inhabitants. From and unfolds the intricate layers that make up Sri Lanka and its tumultuous inhabitants. From 
the intensity and urgency of this novel it becomes apparent that the dark history of Srithe intensity and urgency of this novel it becomes apparent that the dark history of Srithe intensity and urgency of this novel it becomes apparent that the dark history of Sri the intensity and urgency of this novel it becomes apparent that the dark history of Sri 
Lanka touches Ondaatje close as bone, resulting in a book he was compelled to write. And Lanka touches Ondaatje close as bone, resulting in a book he was compelled to write. And 
while this personal purge seems as though it may have been essential for the author, it while this personal purge seems as though it may have been essential for the author, it 
doesn't create quite the same journey for the reader. | doesn't create quite the same journey for the reader. | May 2000May 2000



ReviewReview-- ‘Painting the eyes of a god’‘Painting the eyes of a god’ By Gary Kamiya

"Anil's Ghost " Ondaatje's fifth novel (fourth if you count "The Collected Works of Billy the Kid ""Anil's Ghost " Ondaatje's fifth novel (fourth if you count "The Collected Works of Billy the Kid ""Anil's Ghost," Ondaatje's fifth novel (fourth if you count "The Collected Works of Billy the Kid," "Anil's Ghost," Ondaatje's fifth novel (fourth if you count "The Collected Works of Billy the Kid," 
which Ondaatje's own publishers seem uncertain how to classify, as a poem), is the most which Ondaatje's own publishers seem uncertain how to classify, as a poem), is the most 
restrained and plotrestrained and plot--driven of his books. This description is relative, of course: Even a driven of his books. This description is relative, of course: Even a 
subdued Ondaatje is more of a shape shifter and trickster than 99 percent of his peers. The subdued Ondaatje is more of a shape shifter and trickster than 99 percent of his peers. The 
polyphonic elementspolyphonic elements ---- the use of multiple stories of equal or almost equal weightthe use of multiple stories of equal or almost equal weight ---- that arethat arepolyphonic elements polyphonic elements the use of multiple stories of equal or almost equal weight the use of multiple stories of equal or almost equal weight that are that are 
an Ondaatje trademark are still here, as are the majestic set passages, but for the first time an Ondaatje trademark are still here, as are the majestic set passages, but for the first time 
in his career a single story forms the skeleton of the book. in his career a single story forms the skeleton of the book. 

And that story unfolds in a much more conventional suspenseAnd that story unfolds in a much more conventional suspense--driven form than the plots indriven form than the plots inAnd that story unfolds in a much more conventional, suspenseAnd that story unfolds in a much more conventional, suspense driven form than the plots in driven form than the plots in 
Ondaatje's other works, which are loose and baggy monsters riddled by poetry and Ondaatje's other works, which are loose and baggy monsters riddled by poetry and 
intoxicated by flashbacks, dreamlike tales that fade out more than end. In perhaps the most intoxicated by flashbacks, dreamlike tales that fade out more than end. In perhaps the most 
disconcerting development of all, "Anil's Ghost" even has a surprise ending. disconcerting development of all, "Anil's Ghost" even has a surprise ending. 

The novel tells the story of Anil Tissera, a 33The novel tells the story of Anil Tissera, a 33--yearyear--old forensic anthropologist, who returns for old forensic anthropologist, who returns for 
the first time in 15 years to her native Sri Lanka after living in America. Anil, a veteran of the first time in 15 years to her native Sri Lanka after living in America. Anil, a veteran of 
the killing fields of Guatemala, Congo and other places the killing fields of Guatemala, Congo and other places ---- her work consists of scientifically her work consists of scientifically 
analyzing human remains to determine where and how death occurred analyzing human remains to determine where and how death occurred ---- has come back to has come back to y gy g
do fieldwork and file a report for an international human rights group about the political do fieldwork and file a report for an international human rights group about the political 
violence that has ravaged the island for years. violence that has ravaged the island for years. 

The group's investigation is on a short leash, since the government, as well as insurgent groups,The group's investigation is on a short leash, since the government, as well as insurgent groups,The group s investigation is on a short leash, since the government, as well as insurgent groups, The group s investigation is on a short leash, since the government, as well as insurgent groups, 
is known to be involved in the violence. Anil is assigned to work with an archaeologist is known to be involved in the violence. Anil is assigned to work with an archaeologist 
named Sarath Diyasena, a man in his late 40s whose wife committed suicide some years named Sarath Diyasena, a man in his late 40s whose wife committed suicide some years 
before. In the course of their investigation, she discovers that a skeleton found in a before. In the course of their investigation, she discovers that a skeleton found in a 
governmentgovernment--controlled dig site is not hundreds of years old, like the others, but no more controlled dig site is not hundreds of years old, like the others, but no more 
th i ldth i ld l l th i f kill d b th t A il thi kl l th i f kill d b th t A il thi kthan six years old than six years old ---- clearly the remains of someone killed by the government. Anil thinks, clearly the remains of someone killed by the government. Anil thinks, 
"Who was he? This representative of all those lost voices. To give him a name would name "Who was he? This representative of all those lost voices. To give him a name would name 
the rest." the rest." 
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Other FocusesOther Focuses

1.1. Reflect upon each text and then write a paragraph explaining how Reflect upon each text and then write a paragraph explaining how 
each can be seen to be exploring aspects of the world in which each can be seen to be exploring aspects of the world in which 
they are representing and composed in.they are representing and composed in.y p g py p g p

 You should be able to develop a series of ideas that illustrate You should be able to develop a series of ideas that illustrate 
some of the common elements of the texts studied and also some of the common elements of the texts studied and also 
indicate the contrasts that existindicate the contrasts that existindicate the contrasts that exist.indicate the contrasts that exist.


